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GOLDEN WEST COLLEGE FOUNDATION MISSION STATEMENT

The Golden West College Foundation’s mission is to provide resources to support the College 

for advancing educational opportunities and life-long learning for students.

The Golden West College Foundation was organized in 1986 to 
solicit and manage gifts to benefit the college and its students. 
The Foundation is dedicated to supporting the College’s mission 
of providing comprehensive academic opportunities to the 
community for lifelong learning.

A board of directors, which provides the leadership and direction 
for the organization’s operation, manages the Foundation. The 
Foundation has grown steadily since 1986 with assets over 
$9,700,000. This has been accomplished through donations of 
cash, bequests and grants from individuals and businesses. The 
Foundation has provided over $8,800,000 in scholarships to Golden 
West College students and over $8,700,000 in program support. In 
addition to cash assets, the Foundation annually receives donated 
equipment and supplies that represent thousands of dollars in 
non-monetary gifts.

The primary focus of the Foundation Board of Directors is to work 
towards building support for college-wide needs. To nurture 
groups who have special interests in supporting Golden West 
College, the Foundation provides staff support and direction to 
two auxiliaries. Each auxiliary, managed by its own board and 
officers, requires membership dues to cover operational expenses.

Foundation staff (L-R) Valerie Venegas, Ryan Chung, Bruce Berman, 
and Sheila Cox. The Foundation Office recently moved to Business 
104 on the south side of the Quad.

The Golden West College Foundation



These are exciting times for our Board, and I am proud to acknowledge 
and report the efforts of the Foundation Board of Directors and its 
supporters for 2018. This past year was one of both positive reflection 
and forward focus. Though the celebrations of our first 50 years are in 
the rear-view mirror, we still fondly reflect on what our campus has 
achieved. 

As we look and plan forward, we’re extra excited by one of our newest 
Board members — Golden West College President Tim McGrath. Tim’s 
energy is infectious and our Board is energized for the opportunity 
to support his campus leadership. We believe more than ever in 
our Foundation Mission, which is to “provide resources to support 
Golden West College and the community by advancing education 
and opportunity for all students”. To this end, our Board has begun the 
exploratory process of establishing a campaign to achieve a tuition 
free educational opportunity for all full-time students  — keep your 
eyes open for more to follow in the near future. 

As our Board targets specific future initiatives, we remain proud of the 
commitment and accomplishments of our traditional core efforts. This 
past year the Foundation helped fund over $409,000 in scholarships, 
supported the Wish List program and STAR Book Reserve program. 
We’ve increased new memberships on the Foundation Board and its 
auxiliaries — the Patrons and the Hens & Chickens Quilt Fellowship — 
and increased Community Relations. Finally, our assets under 
management (AUM) are at an all-time high, which allows us the ability 
to serve the campus in a more profound manner. 

In closing, I would like to personally thank Golden West College 
Presidents Tim McGrath and Wes Bryan, Foundation Director Bruce 
Berman, Foundation Staff, Board of Directors and those who have 
provided advice, counsel, guidance, financial support and personal 
time to the Board during this past year. I also extend my sincere 
appreciation to our community, which continues to support the 
Foundation and the College with its generosity. We look forward to 
working with you, as together, we continue to support Golden West 
College in its furtherance as an exemplary educational destination.

Golden West College Foundation Chair,  
Steve Olmsted

Steve Olmsted, Chair
Golden West College Foundation

Forward Focus
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Making Magic

Tim McGrath
President, Golden West College

I am very proud of the Golden West College Foundation and it is 
an honor for me to be part of this amazing group of people that put 
students first in the work they do on behalf of the college. 

I have been in the world of community college education for almost 25 
years, and in that time I’ve never experienced the support that Golden 
West College receives not only from the College Foundation but from 
the community we serve. 

Just like our students, my educational path started at two community 
colleges. While growing up in Big Bear I took evening classes from 
San Bernardino Valley College and after high school I attended and 
graduated from Santa Monica College. In hindsight I have been so 
fortunate to have started at a community college because of the solid 
foundation these two colleges provided me, along with the excellent 
faculty that invested in my education. I have attended four year 
institutions and two different graduate programs but I can honestly 
say that the best instruction I received was at these two community 
colleges. 

The work of a college revolves around our students. Most people are 
aware of the “magic” that happens in the classroom through interaction 
between faculty and students. What most people aren’t aware of is the 
“magic” that happens behind the scenes. The Golden West College 
Foundation Annual Report is one way the college shares all the work 
done behind the scenes with our community. I would also like to invite 
you to join the Golden West team and imagine yourself in any of the 
areas you see illustrated in our annual report. Each dollar raised came 
from an individual in one way or another, that like you saw themselves 
being a part of the work we do in shaping our student’s future.

I am excited for next year and the “magic” that this college will do but 
I’m also humbled by the work that we’ve done as illustrated in this 
annual report. 

Thank you for being part of the Golden West family.

Golden West College President,  
Tim McGrath
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Paul Motenko
Foundation President

Chris Hossellman 
Foundation Treasurer

Tim McGrath 
GWC President

Bruce Berman 
Foundation Director 

Steve Olmsted
Foundation Chairman

2019 Board of Directors

Bruce Berman	 Director, Golden West College Foundation
Wes Bryan	 Retired, Golden West College
Bonnie Castrey	 Mediator/Arbitrator
Deena Dinh	 District Manager, Wells Fargo Bank
Michael Grant	 Owner, Michael Grant Construction
Chris Hossellman	 Attorney, Buchalter
Janet Houlihan	 Vice President, Administrative Services, GWC
Tim McGrath	 President, Golden West College
Paul Motenko	 Co-Chair, Co-CEO Stacked Restaurants, LLC
Joseph Nielsen	 Student Representative, Associated Students of Golden West College
Steve Olmsted	 Olmsted & Associates
Greg Parks	 Golden West College Classified Representative
Rachel Ramirez	 CEO / President, Performance Excellence Partners
Martie Ramm Engle	 Golden West College Academic Senate Representative
Davina Samuel	 Vice President/Branch Manager, Union Bank
Weikko Wirta	 Operations Manager, AES California
Paul Wisner	 Director, Fiscal Services, Golden West College
Emilee Young, Ed.D.	 CVS Health

Board of Trustees Liaison
Mary Hornbuckle	 Board of Trustees, Coast Community College District

Directors Emeritus
Judy Elmore	 President, Elmore Toyota
Doug Fabian	 Fabian Wealth Strategies/Making Money with Doug Fabian
John McGovern	 Senior Vice President, Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. (Retired)
Robert Polentz	 Businessman

Golden West College Foundation Executive Board
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Janet Houlihan

Martie Ramm Engle

Emilee Young, Ed.D.
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Weikko Wirta

Michael Grant
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Mary Hornbuckle 
Board of Trustees Liaison

Paul WisnerDavina Samuel

Deena Dinh

Joseph Nielsen

Golden West College Foundation Board of Directors
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Board Member Spotlight

Davina Samuel, Golden West College Foundation Board Member and 
Co-Chair of the 2019 Gala.
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Davina Samuel has built a successful career by serving others 
and giving back to her community. Born in Manhattan and 
raised on Staten Island in New York, she attended St. John’s 
University, and then moved to the West Coast with her 
husband 22 years ago. Davina resides in Irvine, CA, and serves 
as a banking manager for two Union Bank branches. Her focus 
is on helping customers, and mentoring her 15 employees. 

Eight years ago, Davina was invited to attend the Golden 
West College Foundation’s Annual Gala, and her participation 
in the event lead to an invitation to join the Foundation as a 
board member. Since joining, she’s chaired the Gala on three 
separate occasions, including this year’s event. The theme this 
year, “Enchanted Garden,” is planned for the Hilton Resort in 
Huntington Beach. 

“The funds we raise at the Gala help support our student 
scholarships throughout the year,” said Davina. “Student 
scholarships are the Foundation’s main focus on campus, and 
are a key resource for student success.” 

Last year the Gala raised over $100,000, which in addition to 
student scholarships, provides funding for grants, faculty 
assistance, and more.

“The Foundation not only uplifts and helps students, but also 
supports the community through the college,” Davina said. 
“Golden West provides open access education for all. I think that’s 
really important, and it was the driving force for me to work with 
the college because they touch so many people’s lives.”

One of The Foundation’s key student offerings is the STAR 
Book Program. It has become a great success among students 
as it allows them to access their texts through a library loan 
program. Last year, over 4900 book loans were circulated from 
239 titles, covering 39 academic programs. The Foundation 
also provides funds for an annual college “Wish List,” which 
includes supplies and funding requests for faculty and staff that 
range from automotive battery chargers and event canopies 
for counselors, to towels for the Cosmetology Department and 
emergency preparedness signs for the campus.

“The ‘Wish List’ funds help both teachers and students, and 
provide necessary items for instruction and learning success,” 
added Davina. “Student leaders in our Foundation board 
meetings provide valuable feedback — we know that the 
assistance we provide is incredibly valuable for our students, 
especially for those who balance a job with their studies.”

In her spare time from running two bank branches, Davina 
turned a hobby of sewing into an opportunity to work with a 
unique organization that assists kids in need, called the “Binky 
Patrol.” The group crafts specialty blankets for CHOC Hospital, 
burn centers and Moms of Orange County, where Davina also 
serves as a board member.

With Davina Samuel, the Golden West College Foundation 
stands on a very firm foundation of leadership and student 
support. 

Cornerstone  
of a Firm 
Foundation
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“Student 
scholarships are 
the Foundation’s 
main focus on 
campus, and are 
a key resource 
for student 
success.”

To help support Golden West College students — and have fun in 
the process — visit: www.gwcgala.com



	 June 30, 2018	 June 30, 2017
Cash flows from operating activities		

Contributions, grants and special events	 $        793,964	 653,813
Vending machine commissions	 7,675	 7,418
Reimbursements to Coast Community College District on behalf of employees	 (71,044)	 (105,391)
Payments for college support	 (273,864)	 (192,866)
Payments to suppliers	 (58,146)	 (87,956)
Payments to/on behalf of employees for scholarships	 (420,332)	 (456,334)

Net cash provided by operating activities 	 (21,747)	 (181,316)

Cash flows from investing activities		
Reinvested interest and dividends, net of expense 	 196,800	 131,958
Proceeds from sale and (purchase) of investments, net	 674,064	 (293,547)
Net cash provided (used) by investing activities 	 870,864	 (161,589)
Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 	 849,117	 (342,905)
Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 	 2,286,263	 2,629,168

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year 	 $   3,135,380	 $   2,286,263

Reconciliation of change in net assets to cash provided by operating activities		
Change in net assets	 $        317,734	 $        519,900
Adjustment to reconcile change in net assets to cash provided (used) by operating activities		

Net investment income 	 (421,638)	 (649,539)
Change in value, FCCC Investment	 (3,257)	 (14,641)
(Increase) decrease in operating assets:		

Contributions receivable 	 38,708	 (37,962)
Increase (decrease) in operating liabilities:		

Accounts payable 	 27,418	 6,918
Scholarships payable	 10,569	 (6,148)
Due to Coast Community College District 	 8,719	 156
Net cash provided (used) by operating activities 	 $      (21,747)	 $      (181,316)

ASSETS 
	 June 30, 2018	 June 30, 2017
Current Assets

Cash and cash equivalents	 $     3,135,380	 $     2,286,263
Contributions receivable		  38,708
Investments, at fair value	 401,433	 442,280

Total current assets	 $   3,536,813	 $   2,767,251

Non-Current Assets
Investments, at fair value	 5,927,794	 6,336,173
Investments with FCCC	 232,036	 228,779

Total non-current assets	 6,159,830	 6,564,952
Total assets 	 $   9,696,643	 $   9,332,203

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities
Accounts payable	 $ 42,657	 $ 15,239
Scholarships payable	 $ 55,078	 $ 44,509
Due to District	 13,865	 5,146

Total current liabilities	 111,600	 64,894

Net Assets
Unrestricted	 560,138	 479,360
Temporarily restricted	 3,401,342	 3,332,888
Permanently restricted	 5,623,563	 5,455,061

Total net assets	 9,585,043	 9,267,309
Total liabilities and net assets	 $   9,696,643	 $   9,322,203
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Donated services	 $        28,857	 $        253,177	 $        47,236	 $        329,270	 $        313,265
Donated facilities		  18,000		  18,000	 18,000
Scholarships and grants	 409,763			   409,763	 462,482
Salaries and benefits	 33,377	 46,386		  79,763	 105,547
Office expenses		  920		  920	 1,059
Information technology		  22,399		  22,399	 28,428
Conferences and meetings		  2,658		  2,658	 2,551
College support 	 273,864			   273,864	 192,866
Hospitality	 2,733		  5,435	 8,168	 8,459
Administration fee	 79,924			   79,924	 72,299
Bank charges		  1,826		  1,826	 2,596
Special events			   70,048	 70,048	 33,913
Board expenses		  882		  882	 882
Other expenses		  10,801		  10,801	 16,877

Total	 $    828,518	 $    357,049	 $    122,719	 $ 1,308,286	 $ 1,259,224

STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES 
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2018

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2018

Support and Revenue
Contributions and gifts	 $         -	 $     346,064	 $    168,502	 $     514,566	 $     527,753
Grant revenue 		  75,000		  75,000	 75,000
Special events 	 142,017	 23,673		  165,690	 89,022
Administration fee	 79,924			   79,924	 72,299
Donated services	 329,270			   329,270	 313,265
Donated facilities 	 18,000	 –	 –	 18,000	 18,000

Total support	 569,211	 444,737	 168,502	 1,182,450	 1,095,339

Other Income
Vending machine commissions	 7,675			   7,675	 7,418
Investment income, net of expense	 14,858	 181,942		  196,800	 131,958
Realized gain on investments	 (2,354)	 19,188		  16,834	 2,937
Unrealized gain (loss) on investments	 10,261	 197,743		  208,004	 514,644
Change in value, FCCC Investment		  14,257		  14,257	 26,828

Total other income 	 30,440	 413,130		  443,570	 683,785

Total revenue before net
Assets released from restrictions	 599,651	 857,867	 168,502	 1,626,020	 1,779,124
Net assets released from restrictions	 789,413	 (789,413)			 

Total revenues	 1,389,064	 68,454	 168,502	 1,626,020	 1,779,124

OPERATING EXPENSES
Program services	 828,518			   828,518	 843,694
Supporting services					   

 Management and general 	 357,049			   357,049	 330,066
 Fundraising	 122,719			   122,719	 85,464
Total expenses	 1,308,286			   1,308,286	 1,259,224
Change in net assets 	 80,778	 68,454	 168,502	 317,734	 519,900

Net assets
Beginning of year	 479,360	 3,332,888	 5,455,061	 9,267,309	 8,747,490
End of year	 $   560,138	 $3,401,342	 $5,623,563	 $9,585,043	 $9,267,309

Unrestricted

Program 
Activities

Temporarily 
Restricted

Management 
and General

Permanently 
Restricted

Fundraising

Total

Total

Total

Total

REVENUES

	 June 30, 2018	 June 30, 2017

	 June 30, 2018	 June 30, 2017
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2018 Gala 

The Golden West College Foundation held its 20th Annual 
Gala at the Waterfront Beach Resort by Hilton in Huntington 
Beach on Saturday, April 14, 2018.

This Gala was the most successful to date with the most 
attendees and money raised. The Foundation raised in excess 
of $140,000 in support of Golden West College students.

Guests enjoyed a reception and silent auction of travel, wine, 
and many desirable items before moving into the new Grand 
Ballroom for dinner, dancing and the opportunity drawing for 
a Jeep Latitude donated by Huntington Beach Chrysler Dodge 

Jeep Ram. The Jeep was won by Sam Stroich of Costa Mesa.

As the pictures below show, a great time was had by all and 
many danced the night away.

This year our 21st Gala “The Enchanted Garden” will be held 
on April 13 at the Waterfront Beach Resort by Hilton and we 
expect an evening to surpass last year’s event.

We look forward to welcoming our guests to a fabulous Gala 
in support of Golden West College Students.
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Foundation Auxiliaries and Community Support

The Golden West College Patrons 
The Golden West College Patrons is a volunteer organization 
comprised of current and retired GWC staff, faulty, alumni 
and community members. Organized in 1973, the Patrons’ 
main objective is to raise funds for scholarships through the 
Chefs for Scholarships event each fall. The members also 
volunteer countless hours each year in support of other 
events such as the Gala, Art Gallery, Scholarships & Awards, 
and Graduation ceremonies.

Chefs for Scholarships 
The Thirteenth Annual Chefs for Scholarships was held on 
October 7, 2018 in the Student Center and outdoor area. 
Guests were treated to delicious samples from local restaurants, 
wineries and breweries. The proceeds from the event are used 
to fund scholarships for high school students planning to 
attend Golden West College, Veterans scholarships, general 
scholarships and student services programs. 

STAR Book Program
The Golden West College Foundation allots funds to 
the GWC Library for the purchase of textbooks under 
the STAR (Student Textbook Access Reserve Collection) 
Book Program. This program is necessary because not all 
students can afford the $500-$1,000 textbook costs per 
semester. The STAR program allows students to access their 
textbooks through a library loan program. 

Hens & Chickens Quilt Auxiliary
The Hens & Chickens Quilt Fellowships of Golden West 
College began in 1989 and now has members ranging in 
age from 12-80. 

Each year they make a beautiful quilt for an opportunity 
drawing and donate the proceeds to Golden West College 
scholarships. The winner of the 2018 quilt was Sarah 
Molchan of Bellflower.

CIELO
Community for Innovation, Entrepreneurship, 
Leadership & Opportunities

The mission of CIELO is to cultivate leaders throughout 
Huntington Beach and Orange County by helping them 
realize their entrepreneurial dreams through education, 
mentoring, technical assistance, investments and peer-to-
peer teams. The partnership between CIELO and Golden 
West College is dedicated to transforming dreams into 
reality, and generating economic impact for the individual 
and greater community.

Oak View Renewal
Oak View Renewal Partnership’s (OVRP) mission is to narrow 
the cultural, social, educational, health, and economic gaps 
between the Oak View community and the surrounding 
City of Huntington Beach. By addressing the disparity in 
jobs, education, and health, OVRP is a leading example in 
scalable and sustainable community renewal. 

Huntington Beach Youth Shelter
The Light of Love snowflakes support the Huntington Beach 

Youth Shelter. The Youth Shelter is an emergency crisis and 

intervention program providing a safe environment for 

approximately 120 Orange County 11-17 year old children 

each year. The home provides a clean bed, meals, counseling 

and tutoring for runaways at risk, and homeless youth in crisis.

The Golden West College Foundation proudly gives 

back to the community by supporting CIELO, Oak View 

Renewal, and the Huntington Beach Youth Shelter.

GWC Foundation Auxiliaries offer excellent opportunities 

for individuals to contribute their valuable time, energy 

and creativity while making a positive impact on 

students’ lives.

13www.gwchbfoundation.com



From the moment you meet Erin Joy Araneta, it’s immediately 
clear that she’s driven and has a clear plan for her future. 

A native of Makati in the Philippines, Erin came to America just 
two years ago and has been on the fast track to success. In 
high school, Erin assertively took advanced placement and 
college level courses, including a summer research pre-med 
program at UCI during her junior year. She thrived in the 
college atmosphere, where people pushed harder and were 
more purposeful about their education. 

Erin was able to finish high school early, skipping her senior 
year. She enrolled at GWC in fall 2017 at age 16 to study 
science and pre-med courses, blazing through 19.5 units 
during her freshman year. Her major: A liberal arts degree with 

an emphasis in science. Her goal: To be a 
professor of science or a leading researcher.

“Golden West College has a great reputation 
for science and a respected nursing school 
program,” said Erin. “The school is smaller 
in size, so you can really get to know your 
classmates and instructors. After just a year 
here, I feel I have a very good awareness of 
the college and how to get involved.”

Now in her second year at GWC, Erin has taken a leadership 
role on campus with membership in the Alpha Gamma Sigma 
(AGS) honor society. 

“I wouldn’t be where I am now if it weren’t for AGS,” Erin 
recalled. “They guided and supported me through my first 
year to become a better student, reduced my stress, and 
helped me become a more outgoing person so I could get 
involved on campus.” 

In addition to her studies, Erin also works on campus as an 
anatomy teaching assistant, an English and chemistry tutor, 
and volunteers for the Disabled Students Programs and 
Services (DSPS). Her favorite teacher is Dr. Kay Dutz, a chemistry 
professor she immediately connected with — so much so that 
Erin now assists Dr. Dutz in her chemistry class.

“Dr. Dutz and my experience at Golden West helped me 
mature as a student, showing me that mistakes are an 
opportunity to grow and improve,” said Erin. “I’m currently Dr. 
Dutz’s classroom assistant, where I can help and encourage 
other students.”

Erin’s volunteer work doesn’t stop at the borders of Golden 
West College. She actively volunteers at Fountain Valley 
Regional Hospital, helping patients do everything from fluffing 
their beds, cutting their food, and making the rounds when 
there is a request. She also volunteers with St. Vincent de Paul’s 
parish in Huntington Beach. Erin’s charity work began in the 
Philippines in her hometown of Makati, where she helped with 
local feeding programs and medical missions. Her goal is to 
get her degree at GWC, transfer to Cal State Long Beach, and 
work toward a PhD at Columbia University, where she wants to 
become a nurse scientist.

“I’m really interested in how I can make health care and 
medicine more affordable for people,” said Erin. “I want to do 
nursing research, and then eventually become a professor.”

On campus and in the community, Erin has been on the fast 
track to reach her goals and improve the lives of others, and 
we can’t wait to see what she does next.

Student Volunteer

On the Fast Track
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Erin’s  
volunteer  
work doesn’t 
stop at the 
borders of 
Golden West 
College.



Erin Joy Araneta’s charity work began in  
the Philippines in her hometown of Makati.
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Eden Yimam served with the Peace Corps from 2006 
to 2009, stationed in places like Guinea and Ethiopia.

Inspiring Students



When Eden Yimam arrived at Golden West College he had 
a vision of how his days would unfold. He would take a few 
classes, exploring his passion for nursing, then he’d drive 15 
minutes to the beach to pursue his other great passion, surfing. 

But catching the wave at the beach proved less important 
than riding the wave of education Eden needed to accomplish 
his goal of becoming a nurse. Eden chose GWC because it 
provides one of the finest nursing programs of any community 
college in the state.

“It was a no-brainer for me,” said Eden. “I was immediately 
impressed when I got on campus.”

Very focused and organized, Eden actually attended GWC 
before he set foot on campus in the fall of 2017. Nursing as a 
vocation, requires many prerequisite classes to get on track 
with the program. GWC provided Eden with the option to take 
those prerequisites online, laying a pathway for success by the 
time he finally arrived.

A transplant from Washington D.C., Eden loves the GWC 
campus, with its openness, wonderful landscape and “no 
clutter.” Then there was the new building that housed the 
nursing program — everything was in one place.

“GWC has a great nursing facility, with mannequins and various 
opportunities to perform simulations,” said Eden. “As a teaching 
tool it’s very valuable.”

A profound change for Eden arrived during his second year 
when Golden West supplied financial aid opportunities and 
assistance. 

“The counseling services and financial guidance were 
impressive,” Eden explained. “Starting in the third semester, 
there was not only financial assistance but additional scholarship 

options, which is monumental for students with families who 
need the additional support for books and more. Not every 
school will do that.” 

Having lived in numerous places around the world including 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Paris, and now Southern California, Eden 
brings a richness and appreciation of world culture with him — 
and it shows in his commitment not only to nursing but also his 
life before GWC. Eden served with the Peace Corps from 2006 
to 2009, stationed in places like Guinea and Ethiopia. With the 
personal goal of serving underdeveloped communities, both 
in the physical and societal realms, he found the Peace Corps 
an enriching experience that taught him how to listen and 
understand the true needs in communities he served. 

“The experience was amazing, what drew me to the Peace 
Corps was the opportunity to serve in communities that are 
under served,” said Eden. “That experience helped shape where 
I’m at today, in wanting to be a nurse and give back.”

For his part, Eden has been balancing his nursing studies with 
tending bar at a hotel in Newport Beach. His passion for surfing 
still remains, but finds little space in his densely-packed, highly-
organized schedule. Eden’s ultimate goal after GWC is to get 
his Bachelor of Science in nursing at a university, give back to 
the community, and work in an ICU and volunteer for disaster 
relief organizations. His personal experiences and philosophy in 
surfing align quite fittingly with his view of nursing.

“In surfing, there is a gratification in being able to stand up 
on a wave and ride a moving object,” Eden said. “There is a 
satisfaction of being in the moment, in nature. In life, anyone 
can do anything if they put the right amount of time into it.”
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Far left: Patty Holohan, representing 
Huntington Beach Chrysler Dodge Jeep 
Ram was honored with a Pillar of Support 
for their sustained financial contributions in 
excess of $25,000.

Clockwise from above left: Inducted into 
the Golden Society for their cumulative 
contributions of $10,000 to $24,999 are: 

Alex Wong, Red Oak Investments

Mary and Jerry Hornbuckle (Mary is 
shown with daughter Shelley Chretin)

Albert and Patti Gasparian (Patti is not 
present).

In the spirit of gratitude and appreciation, the Golden 
West College Foundation unveiled the Courtyard of Honor 
ceremony to recognize outstanding Alumni and Major 
Donors.

The first Pillars of Support were inducted at the inaugural 
Courtyard of Honor ceremony in 1991. Since that time, 
Golden West College has inducted 55 Pillars. A Pillar of 
Support represents cash gifts totaling $25,000 – $99,000 
from an individual or business.

In 2012, the Premier Pillar of Support was added to the 
donor categories. Premier Pillars of Support are those 
individuals or businesses who have donated $100,000 or 
more to Golden West College. These funds are designated 

to support student success in a variety of areas, including 
scholarships in the Criminal Justice program, assistance 
for student nurses, memorial scholarships, and advanced 
training for students as they transfer to a four-year 
institution or join the workforce. To date, thirty-three Premier 
Pillars of Support have been inducted.

On Thursday, October 18, 2018, the Golden West College 
Foundation held the 27th Annual Courtyard of Honor 
Ceremony, honoring donors and recognizing successful 
alumni. This year, the Foundation recognized one new Pillar 
of Support, three members of the Golden Society and three 
Alumni Pillars of Achievement. 

Courtyard of Honor
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Alumni Pillars of Achievement

Chief Tom Kisela 
began his career 
with the Orange 
Police Department 
in 1986 as a reserve 
police officer, and 
was hired full time 
and assigned to 
patrol in 1988. 
While in patrol 
he worked a 

variety of assignments that included fourteen years with 
SWAT, special enforcement detail, and gang suppression, 
becoming one of the first drug recognition experts in the 
department. In 1993, Chief Kisela became a detective and 
spent six years in the narcotics unit.

In 2000, Chief Kisela was promoted to sergeant and then 
in 2006 to lieutenant. He held assignments in patrol as 
a watch commander, traffic bureau commander, and 
was responsible for coordinating police services for all 
major special events within the city. In 2009, Chief Kisela 
returned to administration, leading personnel & training, 
records, crime prevention and homeland security.

Tom continued to rise thru the ranks, being promoted 
to captain in 2012, where he served as the division 
commander for all three divisions of the police 
department, Field Services, Investigative Services, and 
Administrative Services. On April 15th, 2016 Tom was 
appointed Chief of Police and has led the department 
with an approachable yet professional manner that 
resonates in the department and city. 

Chief Kisela grew up in Orange attending Villa Park High 
School, possesses a Bachelor’s Degree in History and 
Masters Degree in Public Administration. Chief Kisela 
currently lives in Orange with his wife Debbie and two 
children, Travis and Ashleigh.

Born in Bogota, 
Colombia, Laura 
Saldarriaga 
Lopez immigrated 
to the United States 
in 1998, when she 
was sixteen years 
old. She attended 
Marina High 
School, Golden 
West College, UC 

San Diego and then UCLA. Laura received her PhD while 
working part-time at Cal State Fullerton and at Golden 
West College. Laura currently works as a professor at El 
Camino Community College. 

“Golden West was an extremely important part of my life 
here in the United States,” Laura explained. “I moved to a 
new country and culture with no English skills, and I had 
to face a number of challenges. After one year at Marina 
high School, and with the little English I learned, I started 
taking classes at Golden West College as a part-time 
student. After I graduated from Marina I decided to come 
to Golden West instead of going to a four-year school, 
mostly because I did not think I could make it elsewhere. 
I spent four years here at GWC, and those four years 
made the biggest difference in my life. Why? Because 
of the people that worked here — the professors, and 
staff. Getting to know the faculty and staff was key in my 
success.” 

While at Golden West, Laura also worked in the biology 
stockroom, in the tutoring center, and was part of several 
student organizations. Being completely immersed in the 
college made her realize she wanted to come back and 
give back to the community as a professor. “After I finished 
my PhD, I came back to GWC to teach chemistry in the 
same classrooms where I first learned to love it. Now I am 
a full-time professor at El Camino Community College in 
Torrance, but I will always have a special place in my heart 
for Golden West College.”

19www.gwchbfoundation.com



Alumni Pillars of Achievement

Although Matt 
Liffreing would 
have loved to have 
been born in the 
city that has given 
him so much — 
Huntington Beach 
— it was Las Vegas 
where he spent 
his early years. 
His exposure to 
Vegas Showrooms 

sparked a curiosity and excitement for being in front of 
an audience. After moving to Huntington Beach and 
graduating from Marina High School, Matt became a 
member of the first Golden West College Acting Company 
& Conservancy.

In the early 1990s the City of Huntington Beach hired Matt to 
interview city council candidates for HBTV 6. The relationship 
between Matt and the city has continued for over 25 years, 

and has included many TV programs like Made in Huntington 
Beach, Election Night Live Coverage, and the current monthly 
Surf City Highlights. Matt was also segment producer, anchor 
and associate producer for Local Cable Update, a weekly TV 
program that lasted over ten years. 

Today, Matt continues to work closely with the City of 
Huntington Beach as a producer, videographer and editor 
and has created weekly online stories about the business 
community with HB Business News for the Huntington 
Beach Chamber of Commerce. In these roles, he has 
been a part of the city’s most memorable moments over 
the last 25 years. For his work behind the camera, Matt 
has received awards and accolades from the city, State 
of California and he received the Operation School Bell 
Award from the National Assistance League in 2017.

Matt has two wonderful children: Ilyse, a journalist in 
New York City, and Jared, a graduate of Cal Arts in film 
animation. Both are also graduates of the HBHS Academy 
of Performing Arts Program.
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PREMIER PILLARS  
($100,000 +)
Anita June Duncan Revocable Living Trust
Assistance League of Huntington Beach
Associated Students of Golden West College
California Community Foundation/Carl and 

Irene Bull Fund
Coastal Communities Hospital
Kathryn A. Crown
Christina E. Duthie
Edwards Lifesciences Fund
Judy Elmore
FHP Healthcare, Inc
Foundation for California Community Colleges
Fountain Valley Regional Hospital
Frank M. & Gertrude R. Doyle Foundation, Inc.
Golden State ScholarShare
Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian
Irvine Health Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
McBeth Foundation
Norris Foundation
Orange Coast Memorial Medical Center
Radford Robinson
Bonita L. Roohk
Scholarship America
William S. Siracusa
Robert and Kathy Smith
Southern California Edison
St. Jude Medical Center
John Thomas Swanson
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.
Union Bank
United States Treasury/AmeriCorps
Waltmar Foundation
Woman’s Club of Huntington Beach

PILLARS OF SUPPORT 
($25,000 – $99,999)
American Legion Auxiliary Unit #327
Jo and Jim Andrews
Axel Family
Jane Axel Memorial
Augusta Barker
Biology Staff of Golden West College
Glenda Blackburn and John Higgs

The Boeing Company
R. Dudley Boyce Outstanding Student Award
Wes Bryan and Terri Zwick
Bill and Joanne Bumm Family
Charlie and Margie Bunten
The Chemistry Faculty
Coast Community College District Foundation
Madeleine and Barry Cohen
Brunilda “Bruni” L. Cronk Memorial
Profesóra Cronk Memorial
Gladys M. Crown
Carolyn Cunningham
Frank M. Doyle
Dorothy Beatrice Duthie
Ebell Club of Newport Beach
El Viento
Elmore Toyota
Douglas Fabian
Garden Grove Hospital Volunteer Guild
Golden West College Bookstore
Golden West College Patrons
Carol “Dr. G” and Raymond Grimes
GTE
Harbor Beach Division 77 Scholarship 

Foundation
Huntington Beach Hospital
Huntington Beach Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
James Jordan Memorial
Dr. Howard T. Mango
John and Linda McGovern
Dawn McKahan
Lois and Mike Miller
Norah M. Morrison, J.D., C.F.P
Norma Jeanne Nisco, R.N., Memorial Nursing
Chris and Tom Ohlendorf
Olmsted & Associates Accountancy Corp.
Pacific Life Foundation
Glenn Parker
Gary and Andrea Parsons
Pepsi
Pillar of PEACE
Susan and Bob Polentz
Bonnie Chanine Robinson
Science Department of Golden West College
Silver Anchor Auxiliary/Huntington Beach 

Hospital

Rita Simonton
St. Joseph Hospital
Herman R. Tate
Mary Boyce Thornton
Wells Fargo

GOLDEN SOCIETY  
($10,000 – $24,999)
5 Points Plaza
AES Huntington Beach
Allergan Foundation
American Nursing Review
Mildred L. Anderson
Jeffrey W. Andrews
Angus Petroleum Corp.
Jo Ann Anthony
Charlene U. Bauer
Bella Terra
Jaima L. Bennett
Stephen K. Bone
Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley
California New Car Dealers Association
Bonnie Prouty Castrey
Ron Catt
Chevrolet Motor Division
Chevron Auto Center
City of Huntington Beach
Clara Barton Chapter, NSDAR
Sarah N. Coffey
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde
Costa Mesa Infinity
Costa Mesa Women’s Club
Mark Craig
Daimler Chrysler Motors Corporation
DeLillo Chevrolet
Ronald DeSmet
Destiny Records
Clifford Downs
June Dugmore
Educational Foundation of America
John Enosley
eSponsor Now, Inc.
Ford Motor Co.
Foundation of Bowling Propietors Assoc. of So. CA
Fountain Valley Woman’s Club
Lauro M. Garcia
Albert and Patti Gasparian
George Hoag Family Foundation
Norma B. Gibbs
Mary “Anne” Gillespie

Go With Jo Travel
Ronald Gonzalez
GWC Community Services
David W. Haas
David M. Hadley
Helene Fuld Health Trust
Thomas Hersh
Hilton Waterfront Beach Resort
Hispanic Scholarship Fund
Mary and Jerry Hornbuckle
Huntington Beach Art League
Hyatt Regency Huntington Beach Resort & Spa
ICN Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
International Business Machines Corporation
R. “Kelly” Kelly
Kiwanis Foundation of Huntington Beach
Kling Family Foundation
Las Ayudantes Auxiliary
Leisure World Woman’s Club of Seal Beach
Joe Lightman
Americo Lopez-Rodriguez
Los Angeles Times Fund
John W. Matthews
McGraw-Hill Companies
Stephen D. Miller
National Charity League/Pacific Coast Chapter
Kay Nguyen
NuVision Federal Credit Union
Steven R. Olmsted
Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin
Orange County Fine Arts
Susanne Orsini
Ann M. Owens
Harold Pazanti
Pearson Education
Raytheon Elect Systems
Red Oak Investments, Inc.
Anita Rovsek
John C. Shaw
Ronald Shenkman
Sherry Griswold Foundation
Smith/Krape Scholarship Fund
Soroptimist International of Huntington Beach
Southland Industries
Kathlyn Strople
Kathy Suarez
Dagny I. Tennyson
Russell Terry
The Tuesday Club
Toyota Dealer Match Program

DONOR CATEGORIES
Golden West College’s Donor Wall is located outside the President’s office in the Courtyard of Honor. The wall features three sections:  
Pillars of GWC, Golden Society, and Circle of Donors. Six different categories are represented on the Donor Wall: Premier Pillars of 
Support—$100,000 +, Pillars of Support—$25,000 - $99,999, Golden Society—$10,000 - $24,999,  Honors Circle—$5,000 - $9,999, President’s 
Circle—$2,500 - $4,999, Scholars Circle — $1,200 - $2,499, and Friends of GWC Circle—$250 - 1,199 (Levels are cumulative).

Courtyard Donor Wall
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TYR Inc., I.O.R. Services
U.S. Postal Service
Judith Valles
Barry Waldman
Walmart* (HB)
Barbara A. Wattenbarger
Norm Weitzel
Philip Westin
Woman’s Club of Seal Beach
Mai-Ying M. Woo
John G. Wordes
Kenneth D. Yglesias
Emilee Young
Gene Zwick

DONORS FROM THE 
FISCAL YEAR ENDED 
JUNE 30, 2018
3D Theatricals
AAUW Westminster/Fountain Valley/

Huntington Beach
Academy of Magical Arts
AES Huntington Beach
Affinity and Co. Jewelers at 5 Points
Gita Alemansour
Salam Alteir
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 327
Steven Ames
Anaheim Ducks
Jo Andrews
Jo Ann Anthony
Heather Antunez
Juan Arellano
Joan Armstrong
Jon Arnold
Associated Students of Golden West 

College
Noris Azcua
David Baird
Chad Baker
Carole Banes
Barefoot Wine & Bubbly
Steven Barnes
Dana Barton
Charlene and Ralph Bauer
Sherry Baum
Monica Beeker-DeKany
Clarence Belinn
Jaima and John Bennett
Michael Benson
Susan Berman
Bruce Berman
Brenda Beza
Big 5 Sporting Goods
Bill’s Camera
Mirna Bitar
Black Bear Diner
Blast & Brew
Brian Bogs
Gina Bonanno-Lemos
Dylan Bondy
Bowers Museum
Chad Bowman
James Boyce
Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley

Bradford Renaissance Portraits
Robyn Brammer
Antoinette  and Patrick Brenden
Bruxxie
Wes Bryan and Terri Zwick
Blaise Bryant
Virginia Buccella
Sherry Bullock
Joanne Bumm
Marjorie and Charlie Bunten
Kathryn Burra
Jane Burton
Ralph Cabiltes
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
Alison L Carlock
Carol’s
Gregg Carr
Henrietta Carter
Carolyn Cassell
Diana Castellanos
Bonnie Prouty Castrey
Chef’s Toys
Chilli Beans
David Chipman
Ryan and Bridget Chung
Rosario Cinco
Kristine Clancy
Coast Community College District 

Foundation
Jan Cogan
Community United Methodist Church
Mary Conway
Alfred Corfield
Kevin Corfield
Michael Corfield
Keisha Cosand
Costa Mesa Women’s Club
Sheila and Rod Cox
Mark Craig
Cross Roads Escape Games
Kathryn Crown
Diana Cummings
Elika Dadsetan
Davey’s Locker
Kimberly Davis
Angelina Dayfallah
Monica Dekany-Beeker
Design Explored
Shirley Dettloff
Nicole Diamond
DLR Group
Catherine Dobbins
Lori Donohue
Gary Droeger
June Dugmore
Jacqueline Dvorman
Diane Dwyer
Shokouh Ebrahim
Edison International/Southern 

California Edison
Judith Elmore
Elmore Toyota
Barbara English
Envise
John Eriksen

Cheryl Escarro
Lori Esposito
Kathleen Evans
Karen Fabrizio
Michael Farris
Terri Feterik
Robert Fey
Cathy Fikes
Flightdeck Simulation Center
Hector Flores
Nancy and Gary Fong
Anita Ford
Foundation for California Comm. 

Colleges
Fountain Bowl
Erainia Freeman
Karen Funk
Linda Gallagher
Barbara Gallegos
Paula Garb
Albert and Patti Gasparian
Caroll Gatewood
April Gentry
Norma Gibbs
Stacey Giem
Sharon Giglio
John A Glaza
Glowzone
Kathryn Goddard
Kelly Goldberg
Ronald Gonzalez
Lynn Gordon
Susan Gordon
Stephanie E Gorman
Elizabeth Gorman
Ryane Granados
Therese Grande
Michael and Julie Grant
Nick Grant
Katherine Green
Lisa Gregory
Carol Grimes
Mary Gundling
GWC Bookstore
GWC Cosmetology/Esthetician Program
GWC Fine and Performing Arts / Theater
Hair by Missy
Jan Halvorsen
Christopher Hamilton
Jennifer and Rob Handy
Harbor Beach Division 77 Scholarship 

Foundation
Jean Hardy
Karen Harelson
Kristin Harpst
Jennifer Hazely
HB Huntington Firefighter’s Assn.
Danielle Heinbuch
Shohreh Hejazi
Jeff Hendershot
Heritage Square Museum
Jennifer Heumann
Minnie Higgins
Kristen Hill
Karen Hinton

Historic Mission San Juan Capistrano
HMC Architects
Hollywood Wax Museum
Barbara Hoover
Mary and Jerry Hornbuckle
Mary Lou Hughes
William Hugron
Huntington Beach Art Center
Huntington Beach Art League
Huntington Beach Assisteens Auxilliary
Huntington Beach Auto Dealers 

Association, Inc.
Huntington Beach Chrysler Dodge 

Jeep Ram
Huntington Beach City Pass
Huntington Beach Union High School
IN-N-OUT Burger
International Business Machines 

Corporation
International Transport Inc.
Hoiyin Ip
Irvine Park Railroad
Mikayla Jacobi
Marina Jacobson
Albert and Sharon Jazwiecki
Francis Jessoe
Johnny’s Famous Saloon Pizzeria
Bradley Jones
Damien Jordan
Janeen Kabbara
Twyla Karkut
Rosemarie Kaston
Kathy May’s Lakeview Café
Lucia Kaveladze
Kendra Scott Design
Jill Kiefer
Kitchell
Kiwanis Foundation of Huntington 

Beach
Jan Klein
Kevin Kovac
Alana Krause
Laguna Art Museum
MaryLynne LaMantia
Carl Langston
Elaine Layne
Dale Lechtman
Claudia Lee
Jennifer Lee
Legends
Janelle and Kennth Leighton
Joe Lightman
Elizabeth Limebrook
Dr. Jack Lipton
Long Beach Symphony Orchestra
Americo Lopez-Rodriguez
Los Alamitos Race Course
Eva Lowenstein
Lucci’s Deli & Bakery
Candra Lundell
Melissa Lyon
Janet Lyon
Don MacAllister
Lorna Mack
Mailing Pros

Mama Cozza’s Italian Inn
Marlene Mandevilk
Gagandeep Mann
Georgia Manolas-Lopez
Market Broiler
Kathleen Martin
McBeth Foundation
Joyce McFadden
John  and Linda McGovern
MeDesign
Marian Melendez
Julie Meyer
Gary Micer
Michelle Michael
Michael Grant Construction
Mingei International Museum
Mark Moehlman
Carole Monheim
Christana Montes
Deanna Moore
Sacha Moore
Laura Mora
Jim Moreno
Terrence Morgan
Joseph Mortensen
Michael Morton
Michael Morvice
Jessica Moss
Paul Motenko
Kathryn Mueller
Museum of Tolerance/Simon Wiesenthal 

Center
Nat’l History Museum or LaBrea Tar Pits
Navy Golf Course
Miles Nevin
Newport Beach Golf Course
Jimmy and Nikki Nguyen
Kay Nguyen
Olivia Nguyen
Ann Nguyen
Anh Nguyen
Donavan Nielsen
No Ka Oi
Norris Foundation
Nothing Bundt Cakes
OC Park
Olmsted &  Associates Accountancy 

Corporation
Richard Olson
Jo Ann Ono
Sherrie Opitz
Orange County Fine Arts, Inc.
Orange County Sheriff’s Department
Susanne Orsini
Harriet Ouellette
P2S Engineering, Inc.
Zsuzsanna Papp
Carmela Patapoff
Pedego Electric Bikes
Maria E. Perales
Lesley Pereira
Anthony Perry
Petersen Automotive Museum
Greg Peterson
Patricia Petric
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Pier 39 - San Francisco
Betty Pierce
Pink’s Famous Hot Dogs
Pinot’s Palette
Nikki Plaster
Robert Polentz
Laura Poole
Yvonne Portillo
Poseidon Resources Corporation
Sharlene Poss
Prestige Paving Company
Prime Healthcare Huntington Beach, 

LLC
Lorraine Prinsky
Elissa Putzel
Hah Suey Quan
Kevin Rahimi
Dorothy Ralphs
Rachel Ramirez
Mark Randol
Cyrus Razmara
Caprice Reagan
Red Oak Investments
Renaissance Palm Springs Hotel
Diane Restelli
Marc Reynolds
Fred Rock

Rocking Figs Surf Headquarter
Chad Rolish
Charmaine Rood
Suzanne Rosas
Roxana Ross
Rotary Club of Huntington Beach
Rebekah Roth
Rowley Portraiture
Charles Royston
Rutherford Wine Company
Christina Ryan
Kevin Ryan
John D Saggiani
Kimberly A Salter
Michelle Sambrano
Dave Sams
Davina Samuel
San Diego Museum of Man
Santa Anita Park
Sawdust Art & Craft Festival
Steve Schiffer
SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union
Michelle Schuetz
Bryon Schweitzer
Wynda Scott
Sea Legs Wine Bar
Sea Salt Woodfire Grill

Gail Sebring
Sessions West Coast Deli
Nicole Seymour
Eva Shaffer
Mary Shebell
Norma Shelton
Ronald and Judy Shenkman
D. Sheppard
Amarri Simms
Robert Smith
Daniel Songster
David R Sonneborn
Veronica Soto 
South Coast Repertory
Southern Hemisphere Wine Center
Splash Premier Pet Resort
Gary Springer
Stacked Restaurants
Donna Standridgekeller
Kathlyn Strople
Sarah Strube
Kathy Suarez
Sugar Shack Café
Gloria Sullivan
Sundt Construction Inc.
Sweatpants Media, LLC
Justin Swedlow

Swinerton Builders
Tamra Talbert
Jasmine Tapia
Teresa Taylor
Paul Tayyar
tBP/Architecture
Dagny Tennyson
Russell Terry
The Abel Weatherwax Foundation
Brian Thill
Tom Thobe
Three Gringos Ventures, LLC
Cheryl Tittle
TK Burgers
John Tortarolo
Total Wine & More
Joy Tran
David Tresville
Tzu-Chia Tseng
William Tully
Tulsa Rib Company
Allan Tungate
Richard Ullrich
Union Bank
USS Midway Museum
Holly Van Dorn
Valerie Venegas

Michelle Veyette
Vietnamese Catholic Student 

Association (VCSA)
Waltmar Foundation
Valerie Wannall
Stephanie Ware
Emma Weintraub
John Weispfenning
Wells Fargo
Wild Birds Unlimited
Ashley Wilson
Jacki and Wiekko Wirta
Paul Wisner
Woman’s Club of Leisure World
Woman’s Club of Seal Beach
John Wordes
Martin Yan
Felicia Young
Emilee Young
Jessica Yu
Yves’ Bistro Restaurant & Wine Bar
ZeroZero39 Pizza
Ayesha Zia
Jim Zordani
Zubies Dry Dock Restaurant

Since 1986, the Golden West College Foundation has 
processed over $8,800,000 million for student scholarships. 
Each scholarship application involves a process of review 
by scholarship committees who select the recipients based 
upon individual scholarship criteria.

At the Scholarships and Awards Ceremony held last May, 
453 scholarships worth $517,000 were awarded to 294 GWC 
students. The Scholarships and Awards Ceremony recognizes 
both the scholarship recipients and the donors who support 
them. The ceremony is held annually at the college.

Scholarships and Awards
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At age 27, James Baldwin III is ending a career, beginning a 
new one, and bringing excitement to Golden West College.

After James graduated in 2010 from Pinecrest High School in 
North Carolina, numerous baseball scholarship offers poured 
in. However, James decided to “go pro” and found himself 
selected in the third round of the 2010 Major League Baseball 
draft by the Los Angeles Dodgers. At centerfield, he played six 
successful seasons. Later, he joined the Chicago White Sox for 
several years in the same position, following in the footsteps 
of his father, James Baldwin Jr., who spent a full 15 years in the 
Windy City playing for the Sox.

But after a successful career in baseball, 
James retired in 2017 and decided to switch 
gears, wanting to make his own name in a 
different sport. He had a new goal in sight, 
wanting to enroll in college and trade his 
bat and mitt for a football helmet.

“All I know is sports, I’ve never been to 
college before GWC,” James remarked. “I 
talked to some former coaches about the 
best colleges and football programs they 
knew. They recommended Golden West.” 

As an older college student, James already had a professional 
sports career under his belt and the maturity to take life in 
stride. With his background, positive attitude and playing 
ability, he could have gone anywhere, but he chose to develop 
and sharpen his academic and sports skills at Golden West 
College. 

“If it wasn’t for Golden West, I’d probably still be playing 
baseball,” said James. “You get a great foundation here, the 
education you get is amazing.”

Since enrolling at GWC in 2017 as a psychology major, James 
likes to say he’s been all over the field for the Rustlers: Defensive 
end, punter, kick-off return team, and safety. In fall 2018, he 
took a full load of 12 units — on top of the enormous rigors 
of football practice and games. He credits football coach 
Nick Mitchell with helping him hone his skills on and off 
the field, including coach Mitchell’s advice on how to 
maintain a clear career track.

“Golden West is a genuine place, everyone feels like 
family here,” James said. “Coach Mitchell has been 
amazing, and the professors and counselors have 
been supportive too. They talk to you and help you 
with support and guidance.”

James enjoyed playing for the Rustlers, helping them 
finish #7 in Southern California during the 2018 season. He 
credits his positive experience at GWC with helping to prepare 
him for the next chapter in his life: Division I football. He’s 
currently weighing options at Marshall University, Portland 
State, Florida Atlantic, and West Virginia.

Golden West College once again proves that it provides 
opportunities for everyone, of any age and ability, from diverse 
backgrounds. GWC’s faculty and staff’s mission is to provide 
the resources and support for student success — just ask 
James Baldwin III — if you can catch him as he plays for his 
next football team in the NCAA.

Outstanding Student Athlete

Centerfield Scores a 
Touchdown
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After playing baseball for the Los Angeles Dodgers and Chicago White 
Sox, James Baldwin III has taken up football at Golden West College.



Whether you are looking to make a gift now or planning for future giving through bequests in your will, IRA or 
retirement accounts, charitable annuities or trusts, the Foundation Office at Golden West College can help. Please 
contact us at (714) 895-8316 or email bberman@gwc.cccd.edu for more information.

Golden West College Foundation is a 501(c)(3). Contributions to the Foundation are tax deductible. Tax I.D.# 33-0073702

Gifts of Cash
Gifts of Cash (cash, checks or credit card) are always welcome 
and can be designated by the Donor as to their use or can 
be left up to the college to use them where most needed. 
These gifts can be of an endowed, temporarily restricted or 
unrestricted nature. 

Gifts of Real Estate
Gifts of appreciated real estate provide you with an immediate 
tax deduction and capital gains tax savings. Real estate 
donations can be made immediately or through your will or 
living trust. Donors can also make a tax-deductible current gift 
of their home while continuing to live in and enjoy it for their 
lifetimes with a gift of retained life interest.

Gifts of Personal Property
Almost any form of property, such as works of art, antiques and 
other personal items can be a suitable charitable gift. 

Gifts of Intellectual Property
Gifts of intellectual property such as copyrights, patents, 
royalties, licenses, and technical data are welcome. The tax and 
legal provisions that govern these gifts vary according to the 
type of property.

Gifts of Stocks or Bonds
For information on how to make a gift to the Golden West 
College Foundation through transfer of stocks or bonds, please 
call the GWC Foundation Office at 714-895-8315. The taxable 
benefits of gifting appreciated securities may be substantial. 

Gifts by Wills or Living Trusts
Gifts made by will or through a revocable living trust may 
result in estate tax savings and can be established to enhance 
an endowed fund that will honor the donor or loved one in 
perpetuity, establish a named or memorial fund, designate an 
area of the college you wish to support, or leave it up to the 
college to use the gift where it is most needed.

Gifts of Life Income
There are many types of planned gifts for those interested 
in making significant gifts while enjoying increased income 
and an immediate charitable deduction. This type of gift 
includes Charitable Remainder Trusts, Pooled Income Funds, 
and Charitable Gift Annuities. Other deferred gifts include life 
insurance and retirement plans.

Charitable Lead Trusts
A Charitable Lead Trust can provide immediate cash gifts from 
the trust income to the college for a stated period of years. After 
that time, the appreciated assets return to you, or transfer tax-
free to your heirs.

Matching Gifts
Many employers participate in a matching gifts program that 
can double, triple or quadruple your gift to GWC. Donors 
receive full credit for their matching gifts for the purposes of 
recognition and benefits. Just ask your company’s personnel 
office for a matching gifts form, fill it out and send it in with 
your contribution. We’ll take it from there. 

Naming Opportunities
Individuals, Companies or Foundations wishing to make an 
enduring contribution can take advantage of the opportunity 
to associate their name with a classroom, laboratory, study 
hall, open area, or other feature in one of our new buildings: 
The Criminal Justice Center and Scenario Village, The Student 
Services Center or the new Math Science Building. Please 
contact the Golden West College Foundation office for details.

Other types of gifts not listed
There are many additional ways to support GWC. If you 
have questions about giving personal property, appreciated 
securities, gifts in kind, or by any other means, please contact 
the GWC Foundation.

For more information about any of the “Ways to Support GWC” please contact the  
Golden West College Foundation at (714) 895-8316.

Ways to Support Golden West College
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Bruce Berman 
Director, Foundation and Community Relations

GOLDEN WEST COLLEGE FOUNDATION
15744 Goldenwest Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92647-3103
714-895-8316
www.gwchbfoundation.com
501(c)(3) Tax ID 33-0073702

Golden West College 
Tim McGrath, President 
Albert Gasparian, Acting Vice President of Instruction 
Janet Houlihan, Vice President of Administrative Services 
Claudia Lee, Ed.D. Vice President of Student Services

Coast Community College District Board of Trustees
David A. Grant; Mary L. Hornbuckle; Jim Moreno; Jerry Patterson;  
Lorraine Prinsky, Ph.D.; Amber Gil, Student Trustee
John Weispfenning, Ph.D., Chancellor 

Director’s Message

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Foundation 
Board of Directors for their time and resources and our donors and 
community members for their generous support. Golden West 
College has a profound impact on the lives of its students and the 
communities it serves. The Foundation strives to provide the vital 
resources that empower our students to realize their potential as 
individuals and as professionals in our community.

One of the ways the GWC Foundation provides support is through 
a small grants program called the “Wish List.” Through this program 
the Foundation offers $25,000 in grants (no grant to exceed $1,000) 
as well as a single grant of $25,000 to Faculty and Staff for projects 
that directly increase student success.

In order to offer more support to the College and its students the 
Foundation is focusing on increasing the cultivation and solicitation 
of new major gift donors as well as exploring new avenues of 
generating revenue to offset student tuition and make it possible 
for anyone who wishes to attend GWC full time.

Your support is making a difference !

Golden West College Foundation Director,  
Bruce Berman
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The 21st Annual Golden West College Gala
Saturday, April 13, 2019 • 5:30 PM
Hilton Waterfront Beach Resort, Huntington Beach
HB Jeep presents: The Enchanted Garden.  
See www.gwcgala.com for tickets.

Grand Opening of the new  
Math-Science Center
Summer, 2019 (Date TBD)
Keep an eye out for your invitation to the opening 
ceremony!

Scholarships and Awards Ceremony
Tuesday, May 7, 2019 • 6:30 PM
Reception immediately following the ceremony in the 
GWC Gymnasium. Complimentary parking in Gothard St. 
parking lot. 

Graduation Ceremony
Thursday, May 23, 2019 • 6:00 PM
Reception immediately following the ceremony at the 
GWC Quad. Complimentary parking in all parking lots. 

Chefs for Scholarships
September, 2019 (Date TBD)
Supporting GWC Scholarship programs 

•	 Sample dining from local restaurants
•	 Wine & beer tasting
•	 Entertainment
•	 Opportunity drawings & silent auction

Upcoming Events

Please join us as we celebrate at these Golden West College events!

GOLDEN WEST COLLEGE FOUNDATION
15744 Goldenwest Street 

Huntington Beach, CA 92647-3103
714-895-8316

www.gwchbfoundation.com

Golden West College  
A Taste at  

20172017


